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Choose from three live Webinars:

- Monday, October 15, at 12 pm
- Wednesday, October 24, at 12 pm
- Friday, November 9, at 10 am
Sign up at www.gdaplus.com/health

GDIS has a new number. For all 
insurance inquiries, please call 
770-395-0224.

Northern District Officers
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Left to right: Dr. Henry Benson,  Dr. Linda 
King, Dr. Ben Hawkins, Dr. Kristina Dawson, 
Dr. Victor van Greuningen. 
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Legislative Receptions & LAW Days
Save your seat for the Northern District’s legislative receptions and LAW 
Days! These events enable dentists, spouses, and legislators to meet 
socially and talk about issues in a low-key and friendly way. Join us in 
helping the GDA to build bridges ahead of the bustle of the 2019 
legislative session. Learn more on page 12. 

Nomination Deadline November 12
The GDA Nominating Committee is seeking nominations for 2019 
for ADA Delegation, District and at-Large Trustees, GDA State 
Officers, Speaker of the House and Georgia Board of Dentistry 
seats. Nominations and CV’s are due by November 12, 2018, 
except in the case of At-Large Trustee nominations, which are due 
June 24, 2019. Nominations/CV's should be submitted to the GDA 
office via mail (7000 Peachtree Dunwoody Road NE, Suite 200, 
Atlanta, GA 30328-1655) or via email to jeannie@gadental.org. 
Visit the GDA website for full details on open positions, terms and 
criteria for nominations.

GDA Leadership Application Due February 1, 
2019
Applications for the 2019 GDA Leadership Program are due 
February 1, 2019. Leadership GDA helps members grow into more 
knowledgeable and confident leaders within the dental community. 
Participants also gain a better understanding of GDA and how to 
become involved in leadership in organized dentistry. If members of 
your district are interested in leadership positions in GDA or your 
district, please encourage them to apply for the program. For more 
information contact Katherine Torbush at katherine@gadental.org.

2019 GDA Open Enrollment
Join us for one of our free 
informational webinars to answer 
your questions about GDA’s Group 
Health Plans hosted by your 
Medical Benefits Manager, Christy 
Biddy. We know the healthcare 
market can be confusing, but we 
can help you make the right 
decisions for your family and team.
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Upcoming Events:

A full calendar of district 
events is available at 
ndds.org.

Visit gadental.org to view 
statewide educational, 
legislative and social 

Thursday - Monday
October 18-22
ADA Meeting
Honolulu, Hawaii

Monday, November 26 
Executive Council & Pre-Caucus 
6:30 p.m - 8:00 p.m
GDA Office

Saturday, December 1
GDA Board of Trustees Meeting 
GDA Office

Sunday, December 2
GDA House of Delegates 
Meeting
Hotel Avalon, Alpharetta

Thursday, December 13
Hall County Legislative Reception 
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m
Scotts on the Square

Monday, December 17
NDDS Legislative Reception
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m
103 West

Editor
Kristina Dawson, DDS 

770.898.8872

NDDS 2018-2019 Officers

President
Victor van Greuningen, DMD

President Elect
Henry Benson Jr., DDS

Vice President
Linda King, DDS, MAGD

Secretary/Treasurer
Ben Hawkins, DMD

Immediate Past President 
Troy H. Schulman, DDS

GDA Trustee
Chris Adkins, DDS
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Tonya Lanthier became a Registered Dental Hygienist (RDH) in the Atlanta area 
in 1995. She quickly recognized the need for a place where dental professionals 
could connect and create teams that excel. By design, three babies were born - 
twin girls and DentalPost!

DentalPost has grown into the leading dental industry job board and community 
serving more than 700,000 dental professionals. We believe in using data for a 
better fit!

Dear colleagues and friends,

Another fall has arrived and college football season is in full swing. Go 
Dawgs! Let’s hope the weather will soon follow and we will enjoy those 
crisp Fall Saturday mornings.

I have the pleasure of serving as your president this year and I am 
honored to do so. I have been involved with the Northern District since 
2004 after graduating from the Medical College of Georgia in 2002. After 
serving in various capacities, it is finally time to take the helm at the 
Northern District. I want to begin by thanking Dr. Troy Schulman for 
serving as our president last year and doing a wonderful job! I also want to 
thank everyone who serves as officers and on the various committees that 
we have in our district. Your tireless efforts really make everything 
possible.
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We began our year with our annual Gala for Smiles, which was held this year at Mason Fine Art on September 
8. We had a wonderful turnout and raised significant funds to help our local clinics provide dental care to people
who are in need. Thank you to Dr. Amy Kuhmichel and her committee for putting on another wonderful event this
year. Also, a special thank you to our sponsors and donors who help make this event possible. We also had the
pleasure of honoring our Northern District dentist of the year, Dr. Donnie Brown, and and special posthumous
volunteer award to Dr Richard Sugarman.

We look forward to another wonderful year with our members. Throughout the upcoming year, we will have 
membership functions which will include opportunities for continuing education, a legislative reception in 
December at 103 West where you can meet some of your local legislators, and the business meetings of the 
district that happen throughout the year. Any member is welcome to attend and we encourage you to do so. It is 
a great opportunity for camaraderie as well as usually picking up some of those useful CE credits. Please check 
the ndds.org website for the updated calendar.

Also, please join us for LAW day at the capitol where we have the opportunity to meet with law makers, let them 
know we care and make a difference for the profession. The Northern District days are January 23 for most of 
the district and February 6 for our members from Hall County.

Anyone who is interested in becoming more involved at any level in our district, please feel free to contact me as 
well to discuss your interests.

Thanks again for the confidence you have placed in me to lead the district and thank you to all who volunteer 
their time to serve our organization. Your membership, time and effort is what helps to protect our profession and 
continue to give you the freedom to allow the best treatment for your patients.

Victor van Greuningen, D.M.D. 

A Letter from the President
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We donated $22,500 to the following clinics: The Ben Massell Dental Clinic, The DDD 
Foundation, Good Samaritan of Atlanta, Good Samaritan of Gwinnett, Green Warren Dental 
Clinic, Hebron Health Truth’s Community and St. Joseph’s Mercy Care. Dr. Donnie Brown was 
recognized as Dentist of the Year. Dr. Richard Sugarman was honored with a posthumous 
Volunteer of the Year Award.
A huge thanks to the committee that worked so hard to put on the event!

Dr. Amy Kuhmichel, Chair 
Dr. Victor van Greuningen, NDDS President, Co-Chair 

Dr. Lauren Bowersox 
Dr. Chris Brady 
Dr. Matt Mazzawi 
Dr. Troy Schulman 
Dr. Chris Adkins
Dr. Amanda Sengel

Partners 
Tara Buddin, Affinity Bank 
Liz Galazka, Affinity Bank
Tanner Gill, Affinity Bank 
Scott Carringer, Henry Schein 
Gail Boyd, Avery Partners 
Michelle Lee, Tower Leadership 

GDA Leadership
Jeannie Watson, NDDS Managing Director 
Annemarie Davis, GDA Meeting Planner
Carol Galbreath, Marketing and Communications

If you are interested in helping plan the event next year, please contact Amy Kuhmichel 
(amykuhmichel@gmail.com) or Jeannie Watson (jeannie@gadental.org). 

Donated $22,500 to charitable clinics in 
the metro area. 

The Gala for Smiles was another huge success! 
Over 200 members of the dental community 
gathered for a live auction, VIP “pregame” event 
and enjoyed local band, The Retreat! We hope that 
if you missed out this year we will see you at next 
years event!

GALA 
FOR
SMILES
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Immediate Past 
President, Troy 
Schulman, 
presented Amy 
Kuhmichel with the 
President’s Award at 
the 2018 Gala for 
Smiles. Dr. 
Schulman thanked 
Dr. Kuhmichel for all 
of her hard work and 
effort in planning the 
Gala. 
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Dr. Richard Sugarman 

Honored with Volunteer 
of the Year Award

Dr. Richard Sugarman was 
honored posthumously for his 
volunteer work at this year’s Gala 
for Smiles. He donated his 
services to the Bell Massell Dental 
Clinic where he served on the 
Executive Committee. Dr. 
Sugarman was a member of the 
Georgia Dental Association, 
Northern District Dental Society 
and a GDA Honorable Fellow. He 
also served as president of the 
Georgia Society of Periodontics 
and on the Executive Council of 
the Hinman Dental Society. 
Contributions to Ben Massell 
Dental Clinic were requested in 
lieu of flowers at his funeral. Even 
in death, his good deeds continue.

Thank You 2018 Sponsors!

Donald F. Brown, DDS  
Named Dentist of the Year

The Northern District Dental Society named Donald F. Brown, DDS as 
recipient of the 2018 Michael T. Rainwater Dentist of the Year award. The 
annual award was created in 1971 to recognize a member of the 
organization who has contributed to the progress of dental health and the 
dental profession, and who has demonstrated good citizenship by 
participation in worthwhile community affairs. Dr. Brown received his 
award and was recognized at the Northern District Dental Society Annual 
Gala for Smiles on September 8, 2018. The event benefited the Greater 
Atlanta Dental Foundation.
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Gala For Smiles Bourbon Street
Ball



Gala For Smiles Highlights
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2018 Gala for Smiles Clinic Honorees

• Ben Massell Dental Clinic

• DDD Foundation

• Good Samaritan Atlanta

• Good Samaritan Gwinnett

• Green Warren Dental Clinic

• St. Joseph’s Mercy Care

• Truth’s Community Clinic
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GDA’s President’s Trip to Africa
December 25, 2019-January 2, 2020

Registration Deadline: November 30, 2018

What better way to spend the holidays in December of 
2019 and bring in the New Year 2020 with a celebration 
while on safari! You are invited to join Dr. Evis Babo on a 
tour of South Africa and Capetown, with an optional pre or 
post trip to Victoria Falls.

The experience includes 5 nights at world renowned camp 
MalaMala, located on the Private Reserve in the Sabi 
Sands. It is known for its concentration of game including 
leopards and hippos. It is quite possible to view the Big 
Five within the first hour. The tour also includes a visit to 
Capetown, one of the most beautiful cities in the world, a 
chance to visit the Penguin Colony and the Cape of Good 
Hope, combined with an outing to Table Mountain and the 
famous Kirstenbosch Gardens. What tour could be 
complete without a visit to the wine country with a special 
dinner and music. It is also the perfect time to add a visit to 
see the majestic Victoria Falls. Space is limited and based 
on availability. For reservation or more information, please 
contact the travel agent, Janie Bullard at janie@distinctive-
journeys.com or 770-888-6677. 
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2018 Officer's 
Visit 

The Northern District Dental Society hosted GDA President, Dr. David 
Bradberry, and GDA Executive Director, Frank Capaldo, on October 1st 
at Maggiano’s Little Italy for the 2018 Officer’s Visit. Dr. Bradberry 
reviewed his goals and focuses as GDA President, including growing 
membership, leadership sustainability/succession, refreshing the 
GDA’s strategic plan and negotiating insurance reimbursements as an 
additional benefit to members. 
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Mr. Capaldo presented an overview of the state of the GDA, stressing the significant need 
for members who want to be involved, present, and engaged in volunteering their time and 
talents. He noted that the challenges being faced by the GDA must be conceptualized at 
both the district and GDA levels; with members, officers, and staff working together. State 
Representative Deborah Silcox and State Senator Fran Millar were also at the meeting to 
discuss the upcoming election and their commitment to healthcare. 
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Why did you choose a career in dentistry? When I came to the United States I was 
already a dentist licensed in the European Union, so I wanted to continue working in the 
dental field. I started working as a dental assistant, then I took the dental hygiene licensing 
exam in Florida (never practiced there, though). I then established a non-profit dental clinic 
with another dentist in Sandy Springs that I used to manage, and finally went to Colorado 
University and became licensed as a dentist in the United States. I remember that I initially 
chose dentistry because it offered me the possibility of combining patient care with some 
art and engineering skills at a very small scale - which I found fascinating!

What do you enjoy most about your career? I most enjoy working with communities in 
the North Atlanta area and offering some help to people without insurance and with limited 
budget. It feels very rewarding when we sometimes meet (by chance) some of our patients 
outside the office and they tell us how thankful they are for our work! I have done some 
mission work in the past (Jamaica, Guatemala, Mission of Mercy, etc.) and I can definitely 
say that this is the aspect of dentistry that I enjoy most, as I consider that a doctor is 
supposed to treat first, regardless of the patient’s financial status.

How do you think the profession and/or professional organizations could be 
improved upon in the coming years? The profession’s image could be vastly improved 
by having local events similar to the Mission of Mercy (I’m thinking one organized by our 
District). Professional organizations could be improved by trying to maintain and 
implement/enforce standards of care that apply to all dental companies (small and large), 
providers, and dental insurance companies.

Tell me a little about yourself out of the office. Hobbies outside of dentistry?
Outside the office, I try like everyone else in my profession to balance work and family 
time. I love spending time with my wife, Corina, (and sometimes discussing her opinion as 
a physician on certain cases) and our two girls, Sara and Bella. We enjoy going out to 
movies and restaurants, traveling somewhere new, going skiing, swimming, horse back 
riding, playing tennis and racquetball, hiking, camping, and spending time with our friends.

What is your favorite restaurant in Atlanta? Our favorite restaurant right now is Rumi’s 
Kitchen in both Sandy Springs and Avalon.

Member Spotlight
Dr. George Dinulescu 

Where do you currently work? I am the CEO of 
ConfiDent - a dental office in Alpharetta that I founded 
last year with my classmate from Colorado University, 
Dr. Cesar Tapia.

Where did you go to dental school and when did 
you graduate? I am from Romania, Europe and I 
graduated from “Carol Davila” University of Bucharest, 
Dental School  in 2002. I then went to Colorado 
University School of Dental Medicine, International 
Dentist Program and graduated in 2016.
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To Register or For Questions
Contact Jeannie Watson at 

404.636.7553 or 
jeannie@gadental.org

Legislative Receptions & LAW Days

Dental Health Day at the Capitol/Opening of Legislative 
Session January 14, 2019.
Join GDA for Dental Health Day at the Capitol on the opening day of 
the Legislative Session. GDA members personally distribute our 
dental kits to legislators and their staff at the state Capitol in Atlanta. 

2019 Law Days
Get a first-hand glimpse of the legislative process and speak to 
legislators about bills that affect your practice. LAW Days are from 8 
a.m. – 12 p.m. at the Georgia State Capitol on the third floor in front of 
the shoe shine booth. Meetings will include breakfast, a briefing on the 
legislative issues for the week and meetings with legislators “on the 
ropes.”

Northern Law Days
• January 23, 2019 - Northern, Eastern
• February 6, 2019 - Southwestern, Western, Northern-Hall Co.

Other Law Days
• February 20, 2019- Central
• February 28, 2019 – Southeastern and Georgia Dental Society
• March 6, 2019 – Northwestern
• March 20, 2019 – Other Specialty Groups, Students, and anyone

else who wishes to attend

December 17, 2018 
6:00 p.m - 9:00 p.m.

103 West
Atlanta, GA

December 13, 2018 
6:00 p.m - 9:00 p.m. 

103 West
Atlanta, GA

Northern District Legislative 
Reception

Hall County Legislative 
Reception
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DCG Lunch & Learns
Seeking dentists to speak at the 
Dental College of Georgia 
The GDA is seeking dentists to speak 
during lunch and learn events at the 
Dental College of Georgia in 
2018-2019. If you are interested in 
speaking at a lunch and learn, please 
email Katherine Torbush at 
katherine@gadental.org or fill out the 
student engagement survey online.

February 1, 2019 is 
National Give Kids 

a Smile Day  

Sign up by November 9 to be eligible 
for a free product donation. 

For more information contact the 
GDA at 404.636.7553 or visit:

adafoundation.org/en/give-kids-a-
smile
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Volunteers Needed

Donated Dental Services (DDS) 
program
Make a life-changing difference for the 
people we serve. 
You can change a life. From clearing up 
painful dental infections and being able 
to eat again to rejoining the workforce – 
volunteering with the Georgia Donated 
Dental Services (DDS) will make a life-
changing difference for the people we 
serve. Volunteer dentists treat patients 
in their offices, utilizing their own 
equipment/staff. Several manufacturers 
donate materials and labs also 
participate in the program. Volunteers 
provide comprehensive treatment for 1-2 
patients per year. Please consider 
volunteering today: https://
dentallifeline.org/our-volunteers/
volunteer-now/. 

Adjunct Faculty Program: 
Help bridge the gap between GDA member 
dentists and dental students. 
The adjunct faculty program connects GDA 
Dentists with Dental College of Georgia 
students through volunteer clinic hours in the 
clinic at DCG or any approved charitable clinic 
in Georgia. The goal of this program is to not 
only help bridge the gap between GDA 
member dentists and dental students, but also 
to provide dental students with quality, 
evidence-based instruction and ethical 
guidelines and concepts of professionalism 
that will serve as the foundation for their 
careers. Volunteer dentists must commit to 
teaching/volunteering at least one day per 
month over a minimum of a one-year period 
and complete the DCG adjunct faculty 
appointment process. For more information 
and a list of approved clinics near you, contact 
Katherine Torbush at katherine@gadental.org. 

Give Kids A Smile



Special Olympics

On August 18, GDA volunteers provided dental 
screenings at the Special Olympics, Special 
Smiles event in Macon, GA. GDA partners with 
Special Olympics to help provide athletes with 
intellectual disabilities necessary dental care. 
Under Dr. Jonathan Dubin, who has chaired the 
event for more than 20 years, the program 
continues to grow and evolve, bringing smiles 
to hundreds of Special Olympic athletes each 
year.
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GDA members from across the state 
gathered in Augusta on August 9-11 
to donate their time and expertise at 
the fourth Georgia Mission of Mercy 
event hosted by the GDA and its 
Foundation for Oral Health.

Over two days the dental community 
provided over $1.5 million in care to 
nearly 2,000 people. Smiles were 
plentiful as patients expressed their 
gratitude for the care they received. 
Thank you to all our members and 
their teams who generously donated 
time and resources for this event. 

Georgia Mission of Mercy
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Northern District Dental Society
7000 Peachtree Dunwoody Rd. NE
Bldg. 17, Suite 200
Atlanta, Georgia 30328-1655

GDIS has a new number. For all insurance inquiries including open enrollment, please call 770-395-0224.




